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In the micro-level efforts toward “client-centered” social work practice, “equal 
relationships” and the existing “asymmetry” in the “Social Worker-Client Relationship” are 
required. Reexamining the structure of the “Social Worker-Client Relationship” from the 
perspectives of social constructivism revealed that the structure includes the “asymmetry” 
as a prerequisite and is solidly built by the interaction of the triple-circulation structure 
consisting with the social and cultural area and the institution/system and policy area. In 
addition, due to the fact that the “semantic world” of the client and interactions among 
“person: environment: time: space” are also factors that require to be included in the scope 
of the relationship, and it is impossible to understand all the diversified complex interactions 
within the relationship, it is clear that it is an uncertain relationship with “complexity.”
It was suggested that the direction toward which the “Social Worker-Client Relationship” 
should be moving requires the realization of the client “self-determination” through the 
“complex” and micro-level “consensus building process.” As such, it is appropriate for it to 
be called a non-deterministic and “better relationship” and the incorporation of Luhmannʼs 
“social system theory” and the study of “complex system” by reference can be effective to 
verify the methodology of building the relationship.
“The Social Worker-Client Relationship”  
in the Social Work Practice : 
What are the efforts implemented toward  
“client-centered”  
social work practice with the existing asymmetry  
in the social worker-client relationship?
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